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= »What is claimed is: 

1 (currently amended). A method for coating articles, in particular sanitary 
articles, such as sanitary fittings, having at least partly metallic surfaces, comprising 
the steps of: 

providing metallic surfaces 



applving at least one organosilane i o app l ied to the metallic surfaces by 

a sol-gel method thus obtaining a coating , and 
converting t he coating thus obtained io convortod into a polysiloxane 
coating. 

2(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
chorQctorizod in that the conversion of the coating into the a polysiloxane coating is 
carried out by thermal treatment at temperatures of less than about ZO'^to lOO^'C 



3(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2 , wherein 
charaotdrizod in that tho thicknooo of the polysiloxane coating has a thickness less 
than about 1 to 5 um Io <6 pm, proforably < 1 pm . 

4(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 1, any of tho 

mixture comprising at least , proforably a mi)rturo oonoioting of two organosilanes, is 
applied to the metallic surfaces. 



5(currently amended). 
procoding cl 



The method as claimed in claim 1, any of tho 

wherein one of the 



organosilane and an or tho organosilane mixture is applied uood as a colloidal 
aqueous solution with , in particular having a solids content of from 1 % by woight to 
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6(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
tho procoding cla i mo. charactor i zod in that the organosilane comprises a 
fluoroalkylsilane , in particular a modifiod ono, proforably in aquoouo oolution, io uood 

/(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 6. wherein 
oharaotor i zod in that t he organo silane comprises one of is 1 H,1 H,2H,2H- 
perfluorooctyltriethoxysitane and m 1 H,1 H,2H,2H-perfluorodecyltriethoxysilane. 

8(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 1. any of tho 
procoding cloimo. charactorizod i n that t he organosilane comprises a 
(poly)alkoxysilylall<ane r 



9(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 8, 
feat comprising applying an organosilane mixture comprising a modified 
fluoroalkylsilane , proforably oompr i oing 1H,1H,2H,2H porfluoroocty l tr i othocyoi l ano or 
Gomprioing 1H,1H,2H,2H porfluorodocyltr i othoxyoi l ano, and a (poly)alkoxysilylalkane 7 

1 0(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 1, any of tho 
procoding claimo, charactorizod i n that wherein the metallic surfaces are provided 
prooont on a plastics body , proforably a p l aotico body compr i oing ABS . 

1 1 (currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 1, any of tho claimo 
1 to 0, charactorizod in that wherein the metallic surfaces are provided proGont on a 
body comprising at least one of stainless steel, aluminum, die cast zinc and 

nrnfnrnhh/ hmQQ 

1 2(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 1, any of tho 
procod i ng ola i mo, charactorizod in that wherein the metallic surfaces comprise at least 
oneo Laro thooo oomprio i ng nickel, palladium-nickel (PdNi). nickel-tungsten (NiW) and 
e^hromium. 
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13(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 1, any of tho c l a i mo 
1 to 11 . charactorizod in that wherein the metallic surfaces comprise at least one of 
arc thoGo compriGing coppe r and a or comprioing a noble metal , preferably compr i oing 

14(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 13, any of tho 

appl i ed to the metallic surfaces before application of the organosilane. 

15(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 14, charactor i zod i n 
that wherein the primer comprises Is a long-chain, w-functionalized mercaptan. 

16(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 15, 
that wherein the chain of the primer comprises at least one of k 
methylene units and /of ethylene glycol units. 

17(currently amended). The method as claimed in claim 15 or claim 16, 
wherein the primer comprises fe 11-mercapto-1-undecanol. 

1 8(currently amended). An article produced bv the method of claim 1 ? 
proforably a oanitary articlo, ouch ao a oar 



1 9(currently amended). Tho artic l o, proforably tho A sanitary article 
comprising: 

, ouch ao a oanitary fitting, whoroin it hao tho fo ll ow i ng compooition: 
a body comprising at least one of brass and plastic, 
[ ] a braos body or a plaot i oo body, proforably comprioing ABS, [ ] 
at least one metal coat , in particu l ar comprioing nickol, palladium nickol (PdNi), 

a polysiloxane coating prooont on the metal coat. 
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20(currently amended). The article of , proforob l y tho oan i tary articlo, 
a oanitary fitting, as cla i mod i n claim 18 or claim 19, further comprising: 
wherein it hao tho fol l owing compooition [ ] a braoo body or a plaotico body, preferably 
comprioing AB8, at loaot ono motal coat, in particular comprioing copper, nickel, 
pa l lad i um nickel (PdM i ), n i ckel tungoton (N i W) or chrom i um, proeont on the body, [ ] 

a coat comprising at least one o f silver and ^ gold preoont on the metal coat, 

H 

a primer coat on the coat comprising at least one of silver and gold , 

preferably comprising a long-chain, w-functionalized mercaptan^ 
o il vor or go l d coat , and 

-a polysiloxane coating present on the primer coat. 

21 (currently amended). The article ao c l aimed in any one of c l aimo 
characterized in that i t hao the fol l ow i ng compoo i tion: of claim 19. comprising: 
H a plastics body , preferab l y compr i oing ABS , 
H a nickel coat preoont on the plastics body, and 
H a polysiloxane coating preoont on the nickel coat. 

22(currently amended). The article ao c l aimod i n any one of c l a i mo 1 8 to 20, 
characterized in that i t hao tho follow i ng compooition: of claim 19, comprising: 
H a brass body, 

H a nickel coat preoont on the brass body, and 

H a polysiloxane coating preoont on the nickel coat. 



23(cun^ently amended). The article 



10 18 to 20, 



choractorizod i n that i t hao tho following compooition: of claim 19, comprising: 
H a plastics body, proforab l y comprioing ABS, 
H a nickel coat preoont on the plastics body, 
H a silver coat preoont on the nickel coat, 
H a primer coat , preferably comprioing a long chain, 
preoont on the silver coat, and 
H a polysiloxane coating preoont on the primer coat. 
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24(currently amended). The article qg ciaimod i n any ono of ciaimo 18 to 20, 

lat it hao tho follow i ng compoo i tion: of claim 19, comprising: 
H a brass body, 

H a nickel coat prooont on the brass body, 
H a silver coat prooont on the nickel coat, 
H 3 primer coat , proforably comprioing a long ct 
prooont on the silver coat, and 
H a polysiloxane coating prooont on the primer coat. 

25(currently amended). The article 
choroctorizod in that of claim 19, wherein the polysiloxane coating has a coat 
thickness of less than about 1 to 5 um < 6 pm, proforably ^ 1 tjm . 

26(currently amended). A composition for coating articloo, in port i ou l o 
sanitary articles, whoroin i t i o comprising an organosilane mixture including 
oomprioing at least one , in part i cu l ar mod i f i ed fluoroalkyl-silane 
1H, 1H, 2H, 2H porfluoroootyltriothoxyoilano or comprioing 1H11H,2H,2H 
porfluorodocy l triothocyoilano , and a (poly)alkoxysilylalkane , proforab l y 1 ,2 
bistriothoxyoi l ylothano . 

27(new). The method of claim 1 , further comprising at least one pretreatment step 
for activating the metallic surfaces prior to application of the organosilane to the metallic 
surfaces. 

28(new). The method of claim 5, wherein the solids content is about 1 % to 30% by 
weight. 

29(new), The method of claim 8, wherein the organosilane comprises 1 ,2- 
bistriethoxysilylethane. 

30(new). The method of claim 9, wherein the fluoroalkylsilane comprises one of 
1H,1H,2H.2H-perfluorooctyltriethoxysilane and 1H,1H,2H.2H- 
perfluorodecyltriethoxysilane. 
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31 (new). The method of claim 9, wherein the (poly)alkoxysilylalkane comprises 1 ,2- 
bistriethoxysilylethane, is used. 

32(new). The method of claim 10, wherein the plastics body comprises ABS. 

33(new). The article of claim 19, wherein the metal coat comprises at least one of 
nickel, palladium-nickel (PdNi), nickel-tungsten (NiW), and chromium. 

34(new). The article of claim 20, wherein the primer coat on the coat comprising at 
least one of silver and gold, comprises a long-chain, oj-functionalized mercaptan. 

35(new). The article of claim 23, wherein the primer coat comprises a long-chain, 
a)-functionalized mercaptan. 

36(new). The composition of claim 26, wherein the fluoroalkyl-sllane comprises one 
of 1H, 1H, 2H, 2H-pernuorooctyltrlethoxysllane and 1H,1H,2H,2H- 
perfluorodecyltrlethoxysllane 

37(new). The composition of claim 26, wherein the (poly)alkoxysilylalkane 
comprises 1 ,2-bistriethoxysilylethane. 



